Advent
Reflections
1. Take a minute of silence.
2. Read the day’s Bible passage.
3. Talk to God about it.
Thursday 1st December
A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare
the way for the Lord; make straight in the
wilderness a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and
hill made low; the rough ground shall
become level, the rugged places a plain. And
the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all
mankind together will see it.” Isaiah 40:3-5
Friday 2nd December
Messenger of good news, shout from the
mountaintops! Shout it louder, O Jerusalem.
Shout, and do not be afraid. Tell the towns of
Judah, "Your God is coming!" Yes, the
Sovereign Lord is coming in power. He will
rule with a powerful arm. See, he brings his
reward with him as he comes. Isaiah 40:9-10
Saturday 3rd December :: Christmas Party, 46pm
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet
of those who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim
salvation, who say to Zion, "Your God
reigns!" Listen! Your watchmen lift up their
voices; together they shout for joy. When the
Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with
their own eyes. Isaiah 52:7-8
Sunday 4th December
“Have you eaten from the tree from which I
commanded you not to eat?" The man said,
"The woman you put here with me — she
gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate
it." Then the Lord God said to the woman,
"What is this you have done?" The woman
said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
So the Lord God said to the serpent,
"Because you have done this, "Cursed are
you above all the livestock and all the wild
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you
will eat dust all the days of your life. And I
will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers; he will
crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
Genesis 3:11-15

Monday 5th December
The Lord said, "I have made a covenant with
David, my chosen servant. I have sworn this
oath to him: I will establish your descendants
as kings forever; they will sit on your throne
from now until eternity.” Psalm 89:3-4
Tuesday 6th December
A shoot will come up from the stump of
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him — the
Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. He
will delight in obeying the Lord. He will not
judge by appearance nor make a decision
based on hearsay. He will give justice to the
poor and make fair decisions for the
exploited. The earth will shake at the force of
his word, and one breath from his mouth will
destroy the wicked. He will wear
righteousness like a belt and truth like an
undergarment. Isaiah 11:1-5
Wednesday 7th December
"Look! I am sending my messenger, and he
will prepare the way before me. Then the
Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to
his Temple. The messenger of the covenant,
whom you look for so eagerly, is surely
coming," says the Lord of Heaven's Armies.
"But who will be able to endure it when he
comes?”
Malachi 3:1-2
Thursday 8th December
In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. Through
him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. In
him was life, and that life was the light of
men. The light shines in the darkness, but the
darkness has not understood it. There came
a man who was sent from God; his name was
John. He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all
men might believe. He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.
The true light that gives light to every man
was coming into the world. John 1:1-9

Friday 9th December
He was in the world, and though the world
was made through him, the world did not
recognise him. He came to that which was his
own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to
all who received him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God - children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God. John 1:10-13
Saturday 10th December
The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the One and Only, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth. John
testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying,
"This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes
after me has surpassed me because he was
before me.'" From the fullness of his grace
we have all received one blessing after
another. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. No-one has ever seen God, but God
the One and Only, who is at the Father's side,
has made him known. John 1:14-18
Sunday 11th December
“…you shall call his name John. And you will
have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice
at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor
strong drink. He will also be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.
And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah,
'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom
of the just, to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord." Luke 1:13-17
Monday 12th December
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin's name was
Mary. The angel went to her and said,
"Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The
Lord is with you." Luke 1:26-28

Tuesday 13th December
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might
be. But the angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary, you have found favour with
God. You will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his
kingdom will never end." Luke 1:29-33
Wednesday 14th December
"How will this be," Mary asked the angel,
"since I am a virgin?" The angel answered,
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you.
The holy one to be born will be called the Son
of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going
to have a child in her old age, and she who
was said to be barren is in her sixth month
for nothing is impossible with God." "I am the
Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be
to me as you have said.
Luke 1:34-38
Thursday 15th December
And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for
he has been mindful of the humble state of
his servant. From now on all generations will
call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done
great things for me — holy is his name. His
mercy extends to those who fear him, from
generation to generation. He has performed
mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered
those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts. He has brought down rulers from
their thrones but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things but
has sent the rich away empty. Luke 1:46-53
Friday 16th December
You will be called the prophet of the Most
High, because you will prepare the way for
the Lord. You will tell his people how to find
salvation through forgiveness of their sins.
Because of God's tender mercy, the morning
light from heaven is about to break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death, and to guide us to
the path of peace. Luke 1:76-79

Saturday 17th December
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came
together, she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her
husband was a righteous man and did not
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he
had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said,
"Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins." Matthew 1:18-21
Sunday 18th December :: United Christmas
Celebration 10.30am-12
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had
said through the prophet: "The virgin will be
with child and will give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel" — which means,
"God with us." When Joseph woke up, he did
what the angel of the Lord had commanded
him and took Mary home as his wife. But he
had no union with her until she gave birth to
a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Matthew 1:22-25
Monday 19th December
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus,
decreed that a census should be taken
throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the
first census taken when Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) All returned to their own
ancestral towns to register for this census.
And because Joseph was a descendant of
King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in
Judea, David's ancient home. He travelled
there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee.
He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was
now obviously pregnant. And while they
were there, the time came for her baby to be
born. She gave birth to her first child, a son.
She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and
laid him in a manger, because there was no
lodging available for them. Luke 2:1-7

Tuesday 20th December
That night there were shepherds staying in
the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of
sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord
appeared among them, and the radiance of
the Lord's glory surrounded them. They were
terrified, but the angel reassured them.
"Don't be afraid!" he said. "I bring you good
news that will bring great joy to all people.
The Saviour—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born today in Bethlehem, the city
of David! And you will recognize him by this
sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in
strips of cloth, lying in a manger."
Luke
2:8-12
Wednesday 21st December
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host
of others—the armies of heaven—praising
God and saying, "Glory to God in highest
heaven, and peace on earth to those with
whom God is pleased." When the angels had
returned to heaven, the shepherds said to
each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about." They hurried to the village
and found Mary and Joseph. And there was
the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing
him, the shepherds told everyone what had
happened and what the angel had said to
them about this child. All who heard the
shepherds' story were astonished, but Mary
kept all these things in her heart and thought
about them often. The shepherds went back
to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen. Luke 2:13-20

Thursday 22nd December
At that time there was a man in Jerusalem
named Simeon. He was righteous and devout
and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to
come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was
upon him and had revealed to him that he
would not die until he had seen the Lord's
Messiah. That day the Spirit led him to the
Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to
present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law
required, Simeon was there. He took the
child in his arms and praised God, saying,
"Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in
peace, as you have promised. I have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared for
all people. He is a light to reveal God to the
nations, and he is the glory of your people
Israel!" Jesus' parents were amazed at what
was being said about him. Then Simeon
blessed them, and he said to Mary, the
baby's mother, "This child is destined to
cause many in Israel to fall, but he will be a
joy to many others. He has been sent as a
sign from God, but many will oppose him. As
a result, the deepest thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will
pierce your very soul.” Luke2:25-35
Friday 23rd December
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
saying, "Where is He who has been born King
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the
East and have come to worship Him." When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of
the people together, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. So they said
to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is
written by the prophet: 'But you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah are not the least among
the rulers of Judah; for out of you shall come
a Ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.'"
Then Herod, when he had secretly called the
wise men, determined from them what time
the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully
for the young Child, and when you have
found Him, bring back word to me, that I may
come and worship Him also." Matthew 2:1-8

Saturday 24th December
…the wise men went their way. And the star
they had seen in the east guided them to
Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and
stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw the star, they were filled with
joy! They entered the house and saw the
child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed
down and worshipped him. Then they
opened their treasure chests and gave him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. When
it was time to leave, they returned to their
own country by another route, for God had
warned them in a dream not to return to
Herod. Matthew 2:9-12
Sunday 25th December :: Christmas Day
Family Service - 10.30-11.30am
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called: Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. His government and its peace will
never end. He will rule with fairness and
justice from the throne of his ancestor David
for all eternity. The passionate commitment
of the Lord of Heaven's Armies will make this
happen! Isaiah 9:6-7
Sunday 1st January :: Family Service 10.30am-12

